
1 

ǗɯɯɾɱɰɵʀɭʀɵɻɺϝɵɿϝʀɴɱϝɵɺɰɱɼɱɺɰɱɺʀϝɱʂɭɸʁɭʀɵɻɺϝɻɲϝǙɻɺɲɻɾɹɵʀʅϝ
Ǘɿɿɱɿɿɹɱɺʀϝǘɻɰɵɱɿϝ͘ǙǗǘɿ͙ϝɭɳɭɵɺɿʀϝɾɱɯɻɳɺɵʆɱɰϝɯɻɺɲɻɾɹɵʀʅϝ
ɭɿɿɱɿɿɹɱɺʀϝɿʀɭɺɰɭɾɰɿϝʀɻϝɭɿɯɱɾʀɭɵɺϝʀɴɱɵɾϝɵɺʀɱɳɾɵʀʅ̲ϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝ

ɵɹɼɭɾʀɵɭɸɵʀʅ̲ϝɻɮɶɱɯʀɵʂɵʀʅϝɭɺɰϝɯɻɹɼɱʀɱɺɯɱϝʀɻϝɯɭɾɾʅϝɻʁʀϝɿɼɱɯɵ̙ɯϝ
ɯɻɺɲɻɾɹɵʀʅϝɭɿɿɱɿɿɹɱɺʀϝɭɯʀɵʂɵʀɵɱɿ̵ϝ 

Accreditation Newsletter 
ISSUE 15 | KENYA ACCREDITATION SERVICE NEWSLETTER | OCTï DEC 2014 

I 
n the recent past, motor                 

vehicle  inspection has often 

been associated with national 

police law enforcement crack 

downs on public service vehicles 

during road safety campaigns.  

 

However with the coming into 

force of the National Transport 

Safety Authority (NTSA) Act of 

2012, that perception has taken a 

new dimension. According to the 

act, all road vehicles from July 1st 

2012 will be required to undergo 

mandatory inspections at least once 

a year in line with national standards 

to be listed under regulations. This 

new development has brought into 

focus the countryôs capacity and 

competence to carry out such in-

spections in large numbers.  
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The Motor vehicle inspection unit 

now under the mandate of NTSA has 

14 inspection centers country wide, 

with the most equipped being in the 

major cities of Nairobi, Mombasa and               

Kisumu. The NTSA has admitted 

challenges in conducting inspections 

even under the previous scope of 

public service and commercial 

vehicles alone. Rampant corrup-

tion among officials and lack of 

funds to purchase modern equip-

ment has been the greatest set-

back over the years. 

 

The NTSA recently decided, as a 

matter of policy, to subcontract 

the motor vehicle inspection 

function under its mandate to 

private motor garages and in-

spection centers under a regula-

tory framework. This announce-

ment generated plenty of excite-

ment in the auto and insurance 

industries due to the business 

potential. 

 

The motor garages who until 

now were conducting only acci-

dent repairs and routine car  
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service will now be in a position to 

get government contracts to in-

spect and charge for mandatory 

vehicle checks. The insurance 

companies are not only excited on 

the prospects of getting into car 

inspections, but also are set to 

benefit from lower risks from de-

fective vehicles leading to lower 

premiums and eventually a 

greater uptake of motor insur-

ance services. 

 

According to road safety statis-

tics from the NTSA, of the close 

to 3,000 lives lost on the road an-

nually, 12 per cent are attributed 

to faulty motor vehicles. This figure 

has spurred NTSA on to ensure all 

road vehicles are inspected to pre-

vent further loss of lives. Statistics 

from the motor vehicle registration 

office at KRA indicate that there 

are close to 2 million vehicles on 

the road and monthly import fig-

ures stand at almost 6,000 vehi-

clesΦ  

 

This presents a great opportunity 

for garages and inspection              

centers to market their services not 

only in Kenya, but also in the 

greater East African Community by 

mutual recognition of inspection 

certificates through                         

accreditation. The umbrella associ-

ation of motor garages, the Kenya 

Motor  Repairers Association 

(KEMRA) recently hosted a stand-

ards dissemination seminar on 

road vehicles standards in con-

junction with the Kenya Bureau of 

Standards (KEBS) on the 21st of 

August 2014 at Hilton hotel. The 

theme of the seminar was ensuring 

road                       safety through 

the use of stand-

ards. The focus was on creating 

awareness on the three main 

standards crucial for any garage or 

inspection center to demonstrate 

its ability to conduct inspections. 

They are: 

ÅKNWA 2460, Kenya Standard, 

Motor vehicle garages for repair 

and services ð Code of practice. 

ÅKS 1515:2000, Kenya Standard, 

Code of practice for inspection of 

road vehicles. 

ÅKS 2499:2013, Kenya Standard, 

Road vehicles ð Inspection centre 

evaluation ð Code of practice. 

 

These standards were formulated 

by the KEBS TC 122 on Road 

Vehicles. KENAS is ably 

represented in the Technical 

Committee (TC) to spaerheard 

matters touching on accreditation. 

During the standards dissemination 

seminar, on official assignment, I 

made a presentation on the 

benefits of accreditation and also 

gave a brief introduction on the 

inspection accreditation standard 

ISO/IEC 17020:2012 ï Conformity 

assessment-Requirements for the 

operation of various types of 

bodies performing inspection.  

 

The core message from KENAS 

to the forum was that 

accreditation presents the best 

possible solution to the 

enforcement of all the 3 KEBS 

standards on motor vehicle 

inspection. Feedback from the 

standards dissemination seminar 

gave a positive indication by the 

motor garages on their willingness 

to embrace accreditation. Already 

a few garages who have ISO 

9001:2008 certfication have shown 

willingness to apply for 

accreditation. The future of 

accreditation in motor vehicle 

inspection is bright. The 

Government of Kenya through the 

NTSA must be applauded for 

making the bold step to privatise 

this crucial mandate under 

regulation. To this end, KENAS is 

engaging the NTSA constantly to 

ensure that accreditation be 

included as a mandatory 

requirement in the upcoming 

NTSA regulations that will govern 

the enforcement and monitoring of 

motor vehicle inspection services.  

Article by Tiony Calvin,                            

Case Officer,                                          

Inspection & Verification, KENAS 
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KENAS 

NEWS 

CRESAC PERSONNEL ON ATTACHMENT TO 

KENAS 

KENAS hosted two CRESAC (Centre Regional dôEval-

uation en Sante et dôAccreditation des  Etablishment 

Sanitaires en Afrique ) personnel on their study visit to 

learn the establishment of KENAS as an accreditation 

body. The two personnel were taken through ISO 

15189 and the SLMTA process (Strengthening Labora-

tory Management Towards Accreditation).  
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INDUSTRIAL SECRETARY (MoIED)  VISITS KENAS 

The newly appointed, Industrial Secretary, Mr. Julius Korir 

(centre) of Ministry of Industrialization and Enterprise Develop-

ment held a familiarization meeting with KENAS management 

as planned by the Ministry.  This meeting was a courtesy visit 

planned to create cohesion and understanding of all Parasta-

tals and departments under the Ministry so that the Ministry can 

enhance its performance.  

INTERLABORATORY COMPARISON (ILC)                            

CONSULTATIVE  FORUM by CALIBRATION LABS  

 

The ILC consultative forum was held on 23rd October at 

KENAS headquarters. Proficiency Testing /Inter-

Laboratory comparison) is an important way of meeting 

requirements of ISO/IEC 17025 in quality assurance of 

laboratory results. It's mandated by accreditation bodies 

such as KENAS that labs participate in proficiency testing 

programs for all types of analyses undertaken in that lab, 

when suitable programs exist.  The timeframe for this   

activity for calibration laboratories  accredited by KENAS 

was September 2014. This forum was held to discuss in 

ways of enhancing that this activity was effectively held 

and understood by its stakeholders.  

KENAS PARTICIPATES IN TREE PLANTING 

In partnership with the Nairobi Greenline team, KENAS 

participated in a tree planting activity at the Nairobi Na-

tional Park in July.  Prior to this activity, the                  

Environment Sustainability Committee of the                      

Performance Contract at KENAS gave an awareness 

talk on environment conservation to all staff.  
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KENAS 

News 

CREATING AWARENESS OF ACCREDITATION SERVICES 

NAIROBI INTERNATIONAL TRADE FAIR  

For the fourth year running, KENAS has participated in the annual Nairobi                           

International Trade Fair which brings government institutions, corporates,                          

non-governmental organisations, farmers, entrepreneurs and youth and women 

groups to showcase to the general public their services and products as they share 

knowledge on new innovations and technology.  KENAS was housed by the Ministry 

of Industrialization & Enterprise Development (MOIED) together with other parastatals 

under this Ministry. We received more than 150 recorded guests at this stand. This 

was a good avenue for sharing information about accreditation.   

BURUNDI DELEGATION VISIT  

 όPictured above)  

KENAS hosted a Burundi delegation team that was 

on a building study tour to know more about              

Standards and Quality Assurance, accreditation and 

trade capacity building platforms in Kenya. The              

delegation comprised of representatives from the  

Burundi Ministry of Trade and Industry Posts and  

Tourism, the Trade Capacity Building    Burundi 

Steering committee, Burundi Bureau of Standards 

and Quality Control,  and a representative from               

Directorate of Plant Protection. 

ISO/IEC 17025 IMPLEMENTATION TRAINING 

(Pictured below). 

As part of our awareness programs targeted to our 

clients and potential markets we can work with to 

enhance accreditation, KENAS offers training on 

how to implement the accreditation standards. This 

was one of the implementation training for ISO/IEC 

17025 held at Ole Sereni Hotel in September 2014. 

Some of the participants were from ILRI, Nyeri Water 

Company, KEPHIS etc.    
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TWIGA CHEMICALS INDUSTRIES ACCREDITATION              

CEREMONY  

Senior officials in government and partners of Twiga                  

Chemicals on a tour of the Twiga factory. Twiga Chemicals 

held their accreditation ceremony at the Twiga Chemicals 

Headquarters in Industrial Area. Twiga Chemicals are                        

accredited to ISO/IEC 17025:2005 to the scope of Chemistry 

testing.  The Chief Guest was Min. of  Industrialization PS, 

Dr. W. Songa. Other dignitaries present were the outgoing 

Chairperson of Kenya Association of Manufacturers , Poly-

carp Igathe & KENAS CEO, Sammy Milgo. 

QUALITY CONTROL/ METHOD VALIDATION AND                  

UNLOCKING ISO 15189 COURSE 

 

Case Officer in Health & Safety,  Robert Njuguna attended 

this course from 5thð 17th October in South Africa. This    

program was sponsored by CDC through AFENET.  

UNGA LTD ACCREDITED TO  ISO/IEC 17025 

Unga Group Managing Director, Nick Hutchinson 

(right)  receives the accreditation certificate from 

KENAS CEO Sammy Milgo (left). Unga Ltd was 

accredited to ISO/IEC 17025:2005 to the scope of 

proximate analysis of ash, oil, fiber, moisture,     

protein and calcium on maize and wheat                    

products, feed stuffs and other cereals.  

NQRL IMPLEMENTATION TRAINING ON  ISO/IEC 

17025 

The National Quality Reference Laboratory underwent     

implementation training in preparation of accreditation in 

the near future. Leading the training was the Assistant              

Director, Testing and Calibration, Felista Nyakoe.  

ISSUE 15 | KENYA ACCREDITATION SERVICE NEWSLETTER | OCTï DEC 2014 


